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Magic of W6CX Awards 


By Greg Estep, KE6VTA 


At the Holiday party it was my privilege to 
hand out the following awards. There are 
more than just these, but you will need to 
come to the January meeting to see the rest 
given out. In addition to those who received 
awards, many people help the club in many 
silent ways. Thank you for all your help in 
A panel discussion: 1999, 


January Meeting 
Friday 
7:30 PM January 21 


Program 


The New License Restructuring 


W6CX Awards 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
gare ae George Roush 
WB6OFH 
Bertha Roush > 
KE6ELP 


Tracey Schwartz 


KE6TOT 
Jim Tittle 
KC6SOE 
John Schulze 
What's inside KR6CR 
2000 MDARC Budget 2 HAM Of The YEAR 
MDARC Board of Directors 3 
Know Your Officers 4 
Amateur Restructuring 4 
January Speaker 6 
Holiday Hams 7 See everyone on January 21 at the meeting. 


73, Greg 


2000 MDARC Budget 
By Marie Lewis, KF6GLV 


Operating Income 


Membership Dues $13,000 
Interest $ 420 
Auction $ 800 

Subtotal ' $14,220 

PACIFICON $4,000 


Total Income $18,220 
oney Market Transfer ($ 6,041) 


Operating Expenses 


Minimum Operating Expenses 
Carrier Printing $145/mo x12=$1740 © $1,700 


Carrier Postage $83x12=$1000 $1,000 
Membership Expense: : _ $1,600 
Directory Printing $ 960 
World Radio Listing $ 65 
Publicity Mailings $ 66 
Membership Mailings $?? 
Miscellaneous 


Insurance _ Liability 
Meeting Rent $75/mo x11 mos 


Holiday Party 2000 


Office: 
Mbrship postage/Xeroxing 
Check printing 
Repeater Operation Expenses 
NARCC Dues 
Insurance, Equipment 
Supplies/Postage 
Telephone 
Tower Lease 
Northgate 
Other 


State Filing Fee . . $ 20 
Subtotal $15,576 


Field Day 
Telephone 
Speaker Gratuties 
Subtotal 
Picnics and Parties Expenses 
Picnic 
Holiday Awards 
Holiday Decorations 
Holiday Prizes 
Holiday Food 
Subtotal 
Special Project Expenses 
Schools & Libraries 
Trailer 


Repair and Emergency Equipment 
Capital Improvements 

Voter System, 

2.4 GHz ATV input 


‘Total Expense $23,961 


MDARC Board of Directors 
Minutes, Dec. 6, 1999 


The meeting was called to order by President 
Greg Estep, KE6VTA, at 7:30 p.m. at Emil 
Villa’s Restaurant, Concord. Other officers and 
directors present: Vice-President Mike 
Patterson, KE6JGA, Sect’y Paul Dickey, 
N6JOX, Treasurer Marie Lewis, KF6GLV, and 
Director John Stuart, KM6QX. Committee 
Chairmen present: RRRG—Jim Brunk, 
N6BHX; Social—Tracey Schwartz, KE6TOT 
and George Roush, WB6OFH. Others present: 
RRRG—Jay Caldis, KT6Y; Dick Schulze, 
AA6DL; Pacificon—Dick Brown, KT6X. 


Jim, N6BHX, noted that the 440 antenna was 
up, also that the digipeater was to be sent back 
for warranty repair. 


Tracey, KE6TOT, reported that there were 37 
signed up for the holiday party. 


Dick, AA6DL, announced that the auction 
would be scheduled for April, also that John 
Ronan, K3ZJJ, was appointed as the new 
education chairman. 


Mike, KE6JGA, noted that Jim Maxwell, Divi- 
sion Director, was the speaker for tomorrow 
night 


continued on page 6 


KNOW YOUR OFFICERS 


TERRY MATZKIN, KE6WRE 
Vice President, MDARC 2000 


Terry Matzkin was born in Chicago in 1947 and 
ultimately migrated to California stopping on the 
way to attend the University of Nevada in Reno. 
He graduated with a degree in Business Adminis- 
tration but then spent four years as an elementary 
school teacher first in Lovelock, Nevada, and 
then in Independence, California (for anyone 
doesn’t know, that’s the county seat of Inyo). 


Terry is a Chartered Life Underwriter and a 
registered representative with the NASD. He 
sells life and health insurance and is involved in 
employee benefit plans, financial plans and 
retirement plans. 


Terry’s wife, Judy, is a graduate of San Jose State 
with a degree in graphic arts. Judy is a business 
development consultant and does PC tutoring. 
They have been married twenty-five years and 
have two talented children, Laurie, and Aaron. 
Laurie is a music major at Indiana University and 
just returned from a semester studying in Vienna. 
Aaron is probably better known in the club than 
his father. Aaron is active in RACES, public 
service events and other club activities. He is also 
in the Boy Scouts, and is a member of a jazz 
band. 


Terry is the chair of PACIFICON 2000. 


Dick Schulze, AA6DL 


Amateur Restructuring 
Provided by KT6Y “The Leader” 


NEWINGTON, CT, Dec 30, 1999 - Amateur Radio 
will get a new look in the new millennium. The FCC 
today issued its long-awaited Report and Order in 
the 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review of Part 97 more 
commonly known as “license restructuring.” The 
bottom line is that starting April 15, 2000, there will 
be three license classes — Technician, General, and 


Amateur Extra and a single Morse code require- 
ment, 5 WPM. 


“We believe that an individual’s ability to demon- 
strate increased Morse code proficiency is not nec- 
essarily indicative of that individual’s ability to con- 
tribute to the advancement of the radio art,” the 
FCC said. Besides drastically streamlining the 
Amateur Radio licensing process, the FCC said its 
actions would “eliminate unnecessary requirements 
that may discourage or limit individuals from be- 
coming trained operators, technicians, and elec- 
tronic experts.” 


Although no new Novice and Advanced licenses 
will be issued after the effective date of the Report 
and Order, the FCC does not plan to automatically 
upgrade any existing license privileges. The ARRL 
had proposed a one-time across-the-board upgrad- 
ing of current Novice and Tech Plus licensees to 
General class, but the FCC declined to adopt the 
idea. This means that current licensees will retain 
their current operating privileges, including access 
to various modes and subbands, and will be able to 
renew their licenses indefinitely. : 


Starting April 15, 2000, individuals who qualified 
for the Technician class license prior to March 21, 
1987, will be able to upgrade to General class by 
providing documentary proof to a Volunteer Ex- 
aminer Coordinator, paying an application fee, and 
completing FCC Form 605. The FCC’s decision 
not to automatically upgrade Novice and Tech Plus 
licensees means the current Novice/Tech Plus HF 
subbands will remain and not be “refarmed” to 
higher class licensees as the ARRL had proposed. 
The FCC said it did not refarm these subbands be- 
cause there was “no consensus” within the ama- 
teur community as to what to do with them. 


As it had proposed earlier, the FCC decided to lump 
Technician and Tech Plus licensees into a single lic- 
ensee database, all designated as “Technician” lic- 
ensees. Those who can document having passed 
the 5 WPM Morse code examination will continue — 
to have the current Tech Plus HF privileges. “If 
documentation is needed to verify whether a 


licensee has passed a telegraphy examination, we 
may request the documentation from that licensee 
or the VECs,” the FCC said. In addition to reduc- 
ing the number of license classes from six to three 
and eliminating the 20 and 13 WPM code tests, the 
FCC also will reduce the number of written exami- 
nation elements from five to three, authorize Ad- 
vanced Class hams to prepare and administer Gen- 
eral class examinations, and eliminate Radio Ama- 
teur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) station li- 
censes. RACES will remain, however. “After re- 
view of the record, we conclude that we should 
eliminate RACES station licenses because RACES 
station licenses are unnecessary for amateur sta- 
tions and amateur service licenses to provide emer- 
gency communications,” the FCC said. Under the 
new licensing scheme, there will be four examina- 
tion elements. Element 1 will be the 5 WPM Morse 
code exam. Element 2 will be a 35 question writ- 
ten test to obtain a Technician license; Element 3 
will be a 35 question written test to obtain a Gen- 
eral license, and Element 4 will be a 50 question 
written test for the Amateur Extra license. The FCC 
has left it in the hands of the National Conference 
of VECs Question Pool Committee to determine 
the specific mix and makeup of written examina- 
tion questions. Current Amateur Radio study ma- 
terials remain valid at least until the new rules be- 
come effective in April. 


The FCC’s new licensing plan means someone will 
be able to become a ham by passing a single 35 
question written examination. The plan also sim- 
plifies and shortens the upgrade path from the 
ground floor through Amateur Extra, especially 
since amateurs will only have to pass one Morse 
code test. Elimination of the 13 and 20 WPM 
Morse requirements also means an end to physi- 
cian certification waivers for applicants claiming 
an inability to pass the Morse code examination 
due to physical handicap. 


The effective date provides a window of upgrade 
opportunity for current Advanced licensees. Be- 
tween now and April 15, current Advanced hold- 
ers may take the existing Element 4B, a 40 ques- 
tion test, giving them credit for having passed the 


current Extra written examination. Likewise, hold- 
ers of a Certificate of Successful Completion of 
Examination (CSCE) for Elements 3B or 4B dated 
on or after April 17, 1999, will be able to qualify 
for General or Amateur Extra respectively when 
the new rules go into effect on April 15, 2000. 


The FCC disagreed with the League’s suggestion © 
that it undertake a restructuring of operating privi- 
leges along with licensing restructuring. “We be- 
lieve that in light of ongoing discussions concern- 
ing implementation of new and more modern com- 
munications technologies within the amateur ser- 
vice community, we should accord the amateur 
service community an opportunity to complete such 
discussions and possibly reach a consensus regard- 
ing implementation of new technologies before we 
undertake a comprehensive restructuring of the 
amateur service operating privileges and frequen- 
cies,” the FCC said in its Report and Order. 


In its amendments to Part 97, the FCC’s Report 
and Order refers to a “Club Station Call Sign Ad- 
ministrator,” something that does not exist under 
the current rules and which was not explained in 
the R&O itself. An FCC spokesperson said the 
Commission plans to issue a Public Notice soon to 
explain the program and to solicit qualified entities 
to serve as call sign administrators for club station 
applications. 


A copy of the entire Report and Order (FCC 99- 
412) is available at http://www.arrl.org/announce/ 
regulatory/wt98-143ro.pdf or at 

http://www. fcc.gov/Daily-Releases/Daily-Business/ 
1999/db99 1230/fcc99412 txt 


“You can never get enough of what you don’t 
need to make you happy.” 


Jay D. Caldis 


(MDARC Board of Directors) 

Marie, KF6GLYV, introduced a revised tentative 
next year’s budget for discussion. The Board 
agreed that the tentative document should be 
brought back to the next Board meeting. 


Greg advised that a decision needed to be made 
with regard to Pacificon 2001. After discusssion, 
the Board approved the site selection committee 


January Speaker 
Terry Matzkin, KE6WRE, Vice President 


A 3 person panel will discuss the new license 
restructuring and its effect on the future of 
amateur radio. Club attendees participation on 
how to get young people involved, what should 
the club be doing, any very interesting stories on 
how YOU got involved. Would YOU give up a 


advising the Concord Hilton to reserve the dates 
in 2001. 


band for a billion dollars!! (That’s what is at 
stake with the commercial interests vs a non 
growing ham community). 

Greg advised that Membership Chairman Sam, . 


KO6JR, reported 37 new and renewal members. | Come to the meeting, be part of the solution. 


Greg adjourned the meeting at 9:26 p.m. 73, Jerry 
Respectfully submitted, 


Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Secretary 


42 Store 


Buying Power! 
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Membership Update: 


Please welcome our new members and note changes in current members information. Forward all changes to KO6JR 
at ko6jr@arrl.net or at meetings or to the club PO box. 73, Sam 


Have you sent in your membership renewal? 


If not, time is wasting. 
Please get it in by January 30 


Holiday Hams 
By Marsha Patterson, KE6WKD 


All agreed, The holiday party was grand. 
Although the turnout was less than planned. 


The ambiance of the Hunter was very nice. 
The meal was great and just the right spice 


The ice cream for dessert was really just right 
But the yummy chocolate topping was out of sight 


Jim Maxwell spoke of the ham’s well deserved pride. 
Our very own new director of the Pacific side. 


Many prices were there and they provided much fun 
George Roush planned the night, it was right that he won. 


When Howard Burk won Ham of the Year, that was best. 
Thanks to all who helped make the party a success. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


1/21 7:30 PM MDARC General Meeting 

1/22 8:00 AM PACIFICON General Meeting Emil Villa’s Restaurant Concord 

2/7 7:30 PM MDARC Board Meeting Emil Villa’s Restaurant Concord 

2/18 7:30 PM MDARC General Meeting 

2/19 8:00 AM PACIFICON General Meeting Emil Villa’s Restaurant Concord 

3/6 7:30 PM MDARC Board Meeting Emil Villa’s Restaurant Concord 

The Carrier BULK RATE 
. ; US. 
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